How Much for that Keyword? 



The English language is for sale! Have you noticed that increasingly when you conduct a search, your first page begins with Sponsored Listings? 


Organizations bid and outbid each other for particular keywords and phrases. Implications of this are various: for some companies it means thousands of dollars, and for researchers, it means information bias of which we should be aware. 
It is relatively simple to investigate the costs of keywords. Simply go to Overture: www.overture.com to find out. (Overture is a paid search listing company owned by Yahoo.)
For example, to find out how high the bids are for the keyword pollution go to Overture. Type pollution into the search box and click the Search button.
You will now see your search results. To find the amount paid for the word, click on the words View Advertisers Max Bids. Type in the code shown as a graphic. Click on the Search Button. 
The View Bids dialogue box will appear. Look to the bottom of each result. It will tell you how much the company bid to ensure their site was at the top of your result list. Each time a person clicks the link to their web site, the advertiser pays Overture the amount cited. 
Now that you have the View Bids box open, you may search on any word or phrase you wish. 
Keywords such as cancer are purchased by pharmaceutical companies. Environmental issues, such as global warming can be purchased by special interest groups. For example, during an recent US election, the American Petroleum Institute was bidding on this phrase. 
Why is this important? 
When searching the web, many assume search results bring them the best pages on a particular topic. This is not the case. Many sites get to the top of a result list because they pay to be there. Many Internet users don't even notice the words Sponsored listing or know what that means. They just click on the link to see if it has the information they want.
Do your students rely upon information supplied by sponsored listings when conducting research on the Internet?
